Newsletter — Spring Term

This Week’s Events

Wistaston Academy
dh [}

Date Event
Monday 1t March PE with Mrs Adamczyk 9:30am
Tuesday 2" March
Wednesday 3" March PE with Mrs Adamczyk 9:30am
Thursday 4™ March World Book Day
PE with Mrs Adamczyk 9:30am
Friday 5™ March 5t - 14 March is British Science week
Advanced Notice: 8t March — All children to return to school
12 March is Let’s Count Day!

Polite Notice: Please note the school office opens at 8.30am each morning
and is manned until 4.30pm. Before and after these times, there
will be no access to the Main Reception area.

Exciting News

We are so pleased to announce that all children can return on Monday 8" March. Look out for our
video on the school website showcasing our wonderful children.

World Book Day Celebration

World Book Day is on Thursday 4" March.

This year, class teachers have organised lots
of lovely activities to enthuse a love of
reading for our children, both at home and at
school. As we have mentioned in a previous
letter, a decision has been made to dress up
this year and we can’t wait to see you in your
book-themed outfits. Even though we are
celebrating remotely, there will be plenty of
fun activities including a special read along,
author and poetry workshops and meetings
with classes via Zoom or Teams.

Be sure to keep your eyes peeled to your
Class Dojo pages, our school Facebook page and YouTube channel for more information next week.
And, as always, all children will receive a voucher to purchase a book for free, many of which will be
available in local supermarkets. We will be handing out World Book Day vouchers on Monday 8th
March when we have our classes back in. We have also applied for some electronic versions of the
vouchers, these will be emailed out to children who are shielding or isolating.

A Polite Reminder

Please do not bring dogs onto the school premises. A reminder that this is displayed on our signage.




Art News!

Well done everyone for your creativity during this time. Remember, it can be a valuable way
to relieve stress, as well as hone our artistic skills! Here is a selection from this week:
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Paisley, Year 1

Alfie, Year 1 Emilia, Year 1 Alfie, Year 1




Alyssa, Year 4 Roza, Year 4 Maja, Year 5 Mason, Year 5
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Kanya, Year 5 Lacie, Year 6 Lacey, Year 6

Owen, Year 6 Maisie, Year 6 Rhys, Year 6

Charlie, Year 6 Luke, Year 6 Coby, Year 6 Filip, Year 6 Bill, Year 6

Bill, Year 6 Leon, Year 6 Marlie, Year 6 Lexi, Year 6

Great work everyone! | am looking forward to doing art again with you in person soon!

Mrs Walsh




Let’s Count Day!

Let's Count!

You may have already received a leaflet about ‘Let’s Count Day!” As the next census is taking
place on Sunday 21t March, we will be taking part in an education programme called ‘Let’s
Count’. As part of this, your child will be learning more about what the census is and why it’s
important. We will then be collecting and presenting our own data about our school’s local

area.

‘Read Write Inc: Supporting early readin
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What are ‘special friends’?

Sometimes letters two or three letters make one sound.

ow

For example, ch in the word chip or air in the word fair.

We call these ‘special friends’.

Special friends are a combination of two or three letters representing one sound, e.g. ow,
ck, ay, igh, oa.

‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, read the word

play

Remind your child to read words using

‘Special Friends, Fred Talk, read the word’

For example, ‘ship’: spot the ‘sk’, then Fred Talk Play

and blend to read the word e.qg. sh, sh-i-p, ship.

Top Tip: Ensure that your child always says the sound and not the letter names, e.g. ck
not ¢ and k. This is very important that as we don’t use letter names whilst children are
learning to decode new words.




Nursery Learning

This week in nursey we have been exploring what happens when we mix different colours

together. The children have done this in lots of different ways in group time and in free flow
activities.




Reception Learning

In Reception this week the children have been very busy learning about aeroplanes and the
features of them. We’ve now learnt about cars, trains and aeroplanes, and will continue
with our topic ‘Let’s Move’ next week where we will learn about another type of vehicle. In
Maths, the children have been comparing height and length as well as practising the
numerals 6-10. Thank you for sharing your home learning with us, we love seeing your

pictures and videos so keep them coming in!




Year 1 Learning

This week in Year 1 we have been thinking about winter. We thought about words that
describe winter and then used these to write a Winter poem. In Art, we experimented with a
pencil to see the different effects that can be created with patterns and shades. We then
completed an observational drawing of a Winter tree.
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Year 2 Learning

This week in Year 2, we started our new topic about food. The children created a piece of

fold-out artwork and did some writing about their favourite things to eat. In maths we
continued with statistics — it was great to see children getting creative with their
representations at home!




Year 3 Learning

This week in Year 3, we started our new Topics for the half-term. We learnt about different

biomes in Geography. In Science, we started to look at light. We had a lot of fun competing
in our school pancake flip-a-thon challenge for R.E! In Art, we began drawing our own
versions of Vincent Van Gogh'’s ‘Starry Night'.

Year 4 Learning

This week in Year 4, we started our new topics in Science and History. In Science, we started
to look at the different types of teeth and made our own models using marshmallows. In
Literacy, we created our own ‘If | had wings’ poem.
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Year 5 Learning

This week in Year 5, we started our new topic in Geography. We started to look at the
different countries in Europe and chose one country to find out all about.
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Year 6 Learning

This has certainly been a week looking at the past for Year 6.

In maths, we have been looking at imperial and metric measures. We discussed how many
of the children’s grandparents would have grown up using imperial measures.

In literacy, we have looked at Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island. We completed a
storyboard based upon it (see Zach’s great example of this) and a pirate report (see Jack’s
which is full of great research).




And finally, Riley has been digging around in his garden and found this small pot. Can
anyone cast any light on it? Feel free to email year6 @wistastonacademytrust.co.uk if you
can.

When people think of & pirate they normally think of digging up buried treasure or
fighting undead skalston mansters, but there is a lot more to piratas than making
Sy end R eeeea people walk the plank.

wealher eye 000 Pirates are seafaring robbers who plundsr ships and their precious cargo. Belisve it
or nat, pirates did not keep pets! The only reason they became known for having pata
was because of Treasure Island{written by Robert Louis Stevenston.) One of the
pirates had & pet parrot, Pirates were not all boys though, there were plenty of
women on board. in fact one of the most successful pirates in the world was a
woman, Ching Shih. Although in many movies thesa raiders commanky buried
tresure, in real life they rarely did. Pirates have been around since the 1500s. Some
of the first known piracy was from the Phoenicians, llyrians and the Tyrrhenians.



mailto:year6@wistastonacademytrust.co.uk
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For further info, check out these
online resources too f

https://www.themix.org.uk/
https//youngminds.org.uk/ ‘7
https:/www.mind.org.uk/
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Instagram - @nationalonlinesafety
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