At National Online Safety we believe in empowering pdrents,earers. and ucators with the forma on hey peed to hold an informed conversation.aboutonline
safety with their children; should elitisneeded. Pléqse Vi natlonalonlln\esqf for furth gmdes hints and tips for adults.
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The nature of P2P networks makes it possible fo
ungillgto sy snsrad wy illlions of curnputsrs, If your child is using P2P file-sharing software, it's
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one computer to another. In a P2P network,

each ‘peer’ is an end-users computer \ .( ‘ ),
connected to the other ‘peer’ via the internet. \_ Illegal downloads
Typically, this is done with the help of P2P N ‘
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Peer-to-peer (P2P) sharing is the process o
transferring digital content, such as \‘
electronic books, music, or video clips from ‘

Avoid chat functionality

» software programmes, such as Napster or can nub\ura be unintentionally. As mentioned, one of the many dangers of P2P

/ BitTorrent, where files are indexed on a central ‘g downloaded ontoyour HC, it’s also possibleto file-sharing is that it can often expose your Chlld to
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- \ / I others, is againstthe lawandcould resultina capabilities. If it does, it's worth downloading a

| . significant ﬂrurwl_ﬂ penaity. more reputable alternative, such as BitTorrent.

& Explain the risks

Be sure to explain the risks of P2P file-sharing to
your child, as this could help prevent any security
or potentlal legalissues. Ensure that they are
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P2P software itself: 'un be risky, and rrun(
applications do not comply with r)r]\u,/ settings.
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\ contain mediasoinstead of sharing afew photos,
, e \ aware that seemingly innocent-looking content
| ey Enel paneilng /J'" G| prrsilliigeing could potentially contain digital nasties, and that
) N, installing copyrighted material is against the law.

Educate yourself
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Although P2P file-sharing is still popular with
millions of users across the globe, there is now . .
much safer software available at your child’s Carlu Page ISan experlenced and
disposal, particularly if they don't feel safe using .
P2P file-sharing. If your child is using P2P software hlg h|ld respected freelance
to download music or films , perhaps it'’s worth ) y .
~]  signing them up to a streaming service such as ~ technologgj oumahst, editor and

Apple Music, Spotify, Netflix, or Amazon. consultant. PI'EViOUSI‘;j the editor of
\ tech tabloid The INQUIRER, Carly now
works as the news editor for

Report and offer support
AT Computer Shopper and IT Pro and
If your child feels at risk due to exposure to 2 ieati
hstlyqr}glers or buIIIyl A rg or dufe to ex%osure to ~ writes for a number of publ|cat|ons
armful material, offer comfort and support. H P
74 A Er?couragebyour chllg to f(Jv0|d usmglIg P ot |nclud|ng Forbes’ TechRadar, Tes, The
VvV —— ile-sharing websites and software. Keep proof o i
- any messgges they have receivediif yoE r?eed to Metro’ uSwitch and WIRED.
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 11.09.2020



