Newsletter — Summer Term @

Wistaston Academy

This Week’s Events

Date Event
Monday 3 May Bank Holiday — school closed
Tuesday 4™ May Y3 Glee Club
Y6 Dodgeball Club

Wednesday 5" May
Thursday 6" May Y5 Dodgeball Club

Friday 7t May Y1 Dance Club

Advanced Notice: 10t -16™ May Mental Health Awareness week.

19t May: National Numeracy Day

There will be no Y1 Dodgeball Club on Friday 14t May

Polite Notice: Please note the school office opens at 8.30am each morning
and is manned until 4.30pm. Before and after these times, there
will be no access to the Main Reception area.

We are Brilliant Winners

KS1: Lavin, Bobby, Charlie

KS2: Niamh, Elinor, Ffion, Miley, Lucy R, Caitlin

Mental Health Awareness week 10'*"-16'" May

Mental Health Awareness Week is an annual event when there is an opportunity for the whole of
the UK to focus on achieving good mental health. The Mental Health Foundation started the event
21 years ago. Each year the Foundation continues to set the theme, organise and host the Week.
The event has grown to become one of the biggest awareness weeks across the UK and globally.

Mental Health Awareness Week is open to everyone. It is all about starting conversations about
mental health and the things in our daily lives that can affect it. This year we want as many people as
possible — individuals, communities and governments — to think about connecting with nature and
how nature can improve our mental health. This year they would like people to notice nature and try
to make a habit of connecting to the nature every day. Stop to listen to the birdsong, smell the
freshly cut grass, take care of a house plant, notice any trees, flowers or animals nearby. Take a
moment to appreciate these connections.

Nursery

This week the nursery children have been looking after our chicks. We have been learning
how to care for them by being gentle and quiet. We have looked closely at them and seen
them grow. They are now in their brooder box and are pecking at their food and learning

how to flap their wings.



https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/campaigns/mental-health-awareness-week

Reception

Reception have had a fun packed week playing in our new outdoor area. The children have
been exploring, taking risks and challenging themselves to move on, under, around and over

the equipment. We have also been fortunate to have a virtual workshop with Chester Zoo.
We learnt some fascinating facts about snakes; that their scales move like feet in order for
them to climb, they don’t have a chin so their mouth can open wide to eat large animals and
they have lots of muscles.




Year 1

Year 1 have been scientists this week! We began the week by finding out about the different parts of

a plant and the jobs of each part. We conducted a test to explore the job of the stem. We have also

used a special piece of scientific equipment, a microscope, to look at the different parts of a plant in
more detail.

Year 2

In Year 2, we have been continuing to learn about The Great Fire of London in our topic lessons. This
week we created a timeline to show what happened during the fire. In maths we have been having
lots of fun learning about fractions such as half, quarter and a third.




Year 3
As promised, here are the photos of our pyramids from our Pens Down Day last week!

This week, in Science, we did a practical investigation to find out whether bigger magnets
are stronger than smaller magnets.

Year 4
In year 4, we continued our learning on decimals and recapped our knowledge on number
bonds to help us progress to working with decimals and fractions to make a whole number.
One of our lessons involved getting active by playing ‘Pirates Gold’. In Science, we started to
look at simple circuits, the children had fun creating their own circuit.
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Year 5

In year 5, we had a Viking visitor in school who taught us lots of new facts! To begin with,
we were able to see and handle some weaponry that Vikings would have used in battle, we
looked at: helmets, chainmail tunics, spears and a sak. From this we discovered that Vikings
preferred spears over all other tools as they were cheap and easy to make while being

effective. Then we became Viking warriors preparing to battle, our aim was to raid and
pillage Lindisfarne. England was such an easy island to get rich from thanks to the many
monasteries which were adorned with precious metals and jewels. Our day ended with
some historical thinking about Viking artefacts: we thought carefully about what the items
were made of and what the Vikings may have used them for. Take a look at our pictures to
see all the fun we had!




Year 6 have been continuing their learning on Civil Rights.
In literacy, we have been writing our own spoken word, focusing on discrimination. Here are an
example of a few.

Racism is the judging glances
From people you don’t know.
And even though they try to hide it,
It always seems to show.
They cry about it,

Talk about it,

Try to show they care,

But no matter what they say,
You know that it’s still there.
Morola

Sexism is the damsel in distress
“Man up!”
“Man up!”
No tears allowed.

Be who you want to be and live your life free
Vanessa

Discrimination about love.
Different never meant wrong,
Man and man
Woman and woman
Just like man and woman
It’s just love.

Nobody suffers from love.
Piotr

We have also been reading about Charles | and King John of England, two kings who were seen as
ignoring the rights of the people. We created a tableaux of how we think the people would have
reacted to them. It was quite scary to be on receiving end of this lot!
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British Values
26t April — 274 May 2021
Democracy
We can get lost in a book in a school
library! Reading for pleasure can help us
become better citizens, even helping us
decide how to vote.

&

26™ April 2021

UN Rights of a Child

As children, we have
the right to get
information from a
variety of sources in
our own languages.
Libraries are safe
places to find
information in books,
newspapers or on the
internet.
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Snapchatisa phoao— and video-sharing app which also allows users to chat with friends via text or audio. Users can
share images and videos with specific friends, or through a ‘story’ (documenting the previous 24 hours) visible to their
entire friend list. Snapchat usage rose during the pandemic, with mony young people utilising it to connect with their
poora The app continues to develop features to engage an even larger audience and emulate current trends, rtvollhg
platforms such as TikTok and Instagram.
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Compulsion and Excessive Use
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7 Be Ready to Block and Report
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