Newsletter 19 — Spring Term

This Week’s Events
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Wistaston Academy

Date

School Events

International Events

Monday 14" February

Y6 DODGEBALL CLUB CANCELLED
Y5&6 Sportshall Athletics competition at
Shavington High School 2:30pm-4:45pm

Valentines Day

Tuesday 15% February

Y5 Swimming
Y4 Forest School
Y5 Dodgeball Club

Wednesday 16% February

Thursday 17% February

Year 4 Dodgeball Club

Friday 18™ February

Advanced Notice:

Thursday 3™ March is non-school uniform for World Book Day. Children can
come to school dressed as their favourite character from a book.

Polite Notice:

Please note the school office opens at 8.30am each morning and is
manned until 4.30pm. Before and after these times, there will be no

access to the Main Reception area.

We are Brilliant Winners

KS1: Clara

KS2: Leon, Alfie B, Jacob R, Alyia — Rose, Madison, Bailey

The Hub

The Hub children have enjoyed learing about melting this week. The looked at a bar of chocolate when

it was cool and set hard and then what happened to it after being warmed up in a microwave. Not

wanting the melted chocolate to go to waste, the children then made Valentine sweet bars with them.




Nursery

This week in nursery we have been reading the book Dear Zoo. The children have talked about their
favourite animal from the story. They have chosen which animal they would like as a pet, and have
worked hard to draw pictures of them.

Rod Campbell

Reception

This week is Children’s Mental Health week and the focus is ‘Growing Together’ and the children in
Reception have been thinking about the things they have learnt to do since starting school, such as
learning to share, read, skip etc. We then talked about setting goals and the children said they would
like to learn how to do a back flip, learn to swim on their own and learn to tie their shoes. We talked
about the people who can help us reach our goals and lots of children said parents, teachers, friends
etc. We also focused on some mindful breathing throughout the week, the children understand that this
is a really good exercise to help them feel calm.




Year 1

As part of our Computing lessons, Year 1 used Purple Mash. They had to use directional language such
as forwards, turn right and turn left to direct their partner to the correct flower. They learnt how to
debug an algorithm when it went to the wrong piece of equipment.

Year 2
As part of our topic, this week the children have been learning all about the famous pottery design of
The Willow Pattern which is inspired by China.On Monday, they found out about the importance of
Stoke-on-Trent in the production of this design and why the region has the nickname of ‘The Potteries’.
Later in the week, they learnt more about the history of the pottery industry in Stoke-on-Trent.

As it was Children’s Mental Health week, we discussed how we can grow to reach our goals. We
explored the meaning of personal growth and looked at the different steps we can take to reach our

goals. We wrote those steps on the leaves of a flower leading up to the flower at the top (the goal).

We also did some meditation to understand how it can help us to look after own own mental health.




Year 4

This week during children’s mental health week, we have been discussing the theme of growing
together. We discussed how as humans we change and grow and do it all the time in many ways. We
discussed about our goals and how we could make it to a certain goal. Then we discussed having a well-
being box that we could use to support our mental health. We talked about how we have grown since
being in year 4 and wrote a compliment slip for someone in the class about noticing how much they
have grown.

Throughout this week, we have been using the text ‘Bloom’ to discuss growing and how we treat
ourselves and others can have a detrimental affect on our mental health.

As part of our learning for children’s mental health week, we looked at emotional growth. We heard the
story of musician, composer and broadcaster YolanDa Brown which filled us with inspiration to keep

trying regardless of setbacks. We thought about people in our lives who support us and produced a
‘support balloon’.




Year 6

This week was Mental Health Week. As part of this, Year 6 spent some time talking about our own
mental health. We realised that the things we do affect our mental well-being. We realised that
looking after ourselves a little more might improve our mood.

For our task, we wrote some ways that we can show ourselves kindness. We often think about how
to be kind to others, but how about taking some time to be kind to ourselves?
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Art News

Rachel Bishop: Our Second Arts Patron

We are delighted to share that locally-based artist of international fame, Rachel Bishop, who is the head
designer at Moorcroft Potteries, has agreed to become our second Arts Patron! (Chip Kendall being the
first). We look at her work for inspiration in Year 1 and 5 and Rachel is keen to encourage our children

with their art studies, sharing her story about how she succeeded in the arts despite opposition and

discouragement from many. Her time at art college was not an easy one — her work was not rated highly
— yet now, the same institution has named two of their buildings after her, such has been her success.
As we can see in the Jubilee example below, Rachel has designs in Buckingham Palace and is collected

worldwide. Her message to our children is to “stay true to yourself”, “follow your dreams” and;

“When you are faced with a crossroads in life, the easy path is not necessarily the best.”

This week Rachel has been looking at Year 5’s work based on her designs — we look forward to seeing
what she has written in our sketchbooks!

The William Sissons Gallery - Moorcroft
Pottery Specialists
4d-Q

‘Jubilee’ designed by Rachel Bishop BA (hons)
NEW for 2022 as part of Moorcroft's Platinum
Jubilee Collection is available to view on our
website. Usual discounts apply with FREE UK
P&P.
http://www.sissonsgallery.co.uk/moorcroft
_pottery_collections.html
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Rachel said her cats were helping mark the books!




We are very excited for World Book Day in
school this year and we have lots of lovely
activities planned. To fully embrace the day,
we would like all children to come to school
dressed as their favourite character from a

book on Thursday 3™ March. We can’t wait to

see you dressed up!

Click this link for ideas for costumes: https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/

Healthy Lunch boxes

A healthy lunch keeps children alert and focused, and gives them the nutrition they need every day.
Lunch boxes can be exciting and enticing if you vary the content by including food from the different
food groups and prepare food differently to avoid boredom.

Please ensure you are packing your child a healthy packed lunch. As a healthy school we must promote
a healthy balanced diet and we would really like to work together with parents and carers in doing this.
Below is a link with some great packed lunch ideas.

https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/



https://www.worldbookday.com/dressing-up-ideas/
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/recipes/healthier-lunchboxes/

Wizz KidZ

Before & After School Club

February Holiday Club
22" — 24" Feb

30 Spaces per day! Book and Pay via Arbor. .
First Booked First Served basis e

JUNGLE MASK MAKING

WALKING THOUGH THE JUNGLE

PLEASE CAN CHILDREN BRING
IN SOME JUNK MODELLING

Wednesday 23™ Feb

LET'S EXPLORE THE OCEAN

Thursday 24" Feb MAKE YOUR OWN PET PENCIL MOVIE AND POPCORN
TOPPER THE SECRECT LIFE OF PETS
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SECRET LIFE OF PETS

JUST A UTTLE REMINDER

e Please make sure your child/children have a packed lunch everyday.

e Please provide a change of clothing as they make gets messy or wet during actives or
outdoor play




KEEPING SAFE ONLINE
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ocurrency?
 of digital ‘coins’ representing financial value, To monitor who owns
n, called a ‘ledger’ or ‘blockchain’. This is secured by cryptography:
leased in 2009, was the first cryptocurrency; other platforms have
cr becomes a more established part of digital life, young
d adults understand its risks, and how it can be explored and used safely.

BEING LOCKED OUT

If you forget your online banking
password, you can reset itb
rrovlng your ldentity in another way
n the world of ‘crypto’, however, the
private key to access your funds
can't be reset. Cryptocurrenc
operates without Intermediarles like
banks - s0 no-one stores a copy of
users’ private keys. This has securlty
benelits, but also presents the huge
risk of pormonemn ksing access to
your account, Learn how to store
private keys securely before
purchasing any signiticant amounts
of cryptocurrency

RISKY INVESTMENT Y

Prices can be very volatile, s0
cryglocunencles are consldered
high-risk Investments, If you might
need your savings soon, don't hold
them in cryptocurrency as thelr
value could drop suddenly and
sharply. Sometimes, cryptocurrency
may be a profitable Investment - but
note that any gains are taxable. You
may even have to pay tox when

o

axc ongl'n%one cryptocurrency for
t

another If the currency you're
exchanging Is g(lced higher than It
was when you bought it,




