Newsletter 15 — Autumn 2

This Week’s Events

Wistaston Academy

Date School Events International Events

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday

Friday
Advanced Notice: Clubs start wc 15™ January

Please note the school office opens at 8.30am each morning and is
manned until 4.30pm. Before and after these times, there will be no

access to the Main Reception area.

Polite Notice:




Nursery

This week we have had a very busy festive week in Nursery. First, we performed our Christmas songs to our
adults at our Christmas Performance. Next, we had a special visit from Santa, where we all received a
Christmas present. Then, we have had a Christmas Party where we showed off our best dance moves!

We have also enjoyed baking Gingerbread Men, Christmas Yoga and playing in the snow.

Reception

This week we had a special visit from Santa where we received a Christmas present, watched the
pantomime Beauty and the Beast and enjoyed food and party games at our Christmas party. We have also
enjoyed completing Christmas maths activities and getting busy with festive arts and craft.
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Year 1

This week, we have worked with our partners to solve how many different outfits the elves could wear!




Year 2

Year 2 this week learnt about being a good friend! We played stuck in the mud and shared about our
similarities and differences. It was really lovely to see!
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Year 3

This week, we met Santa in the winter grotto! Santa read the story of A Christmas Carol to the children and
then asked the children what they would like for Christmas.




Year 4
This week we had a Roman Feast. Traditionally, rich Romans would lie on the floor or lounge to eat, served
by slaves whilst eating a range of food and listening to music being played. Whilst we didn’t lie on the floor,
we did try some classic Roman dishes, such as sourdough with moretum (soft cheese, herbs and olive oil),
grapes, apples, figs and honey. The children were very brave and challenged themselves to have a go at
eating some unfamiliar foods. Some even created new combinations (sourdough topped with moretum and
a fig)!

Year 5

This week, we have had a very special visit from Santa. He read us a story and he even gave us a special gift
to take away.

Year 6

Year 6 met Santa in the Grotto this week and shared the story ‘A Christmas Carol’ with us. He answered all

our questions about how old he is, how he manages to travel the world in one night and about how he
looks after his elves! He then gave us a gift to take away with us.




PE News

Y5 Swimming

.

All Year 5 children will be going swimming next term as part of the compulsory national PE curriculum. The
sessions will begin on the afternoon of Tuesday 9" January and will finish on Tuesday 13" February 2024.

The children will be travelling, by coach, to the Crewe Lifestyle Centre, accompanied by members of the
Year 6 team. Your child will need to bring in their swimming costume/shorts and a towel. If your child
forgets their kit, we will contact you during the morning to try to arrange for their kit to be dropped off.
Children are not allowed to wear any jewellery in the pool, so all must be removed before they enter.
Please ensure that all earrings are removed before children come to school, if the children cannot remove
the earrings themselves. In addition, long hair must be tied up.

If your child has a medical condition which prevents them from swimming, they will require a signed
doctor’s note; otherwise they will be expected to swim. If your child has a one-off medical condition on one
of their swimming sessions, then please speak directly to their class teacher, or send in a signed note. We
will not accept the children’s reasons for why they are missing swimming, without confirmation from an
adult.

Clubs

Clubs will return after Christmas! Clubs will continue to take place after school, but also during lunchtime
and before school to give the children as many opportunities as possible to take part in extra-curricular
activities.

Clubs will run from Monday 15 January — Friday 16" February. Sewing club will only run for 3 weeks, on
16th, 23rd of January and 13th Feb. All clubs, including those delivered by outside providers, will be free of
charge. If your child is interested in taking part in any of our clubs, please sign them up through Arbor. All
clubs will go live on Arbor on Friday 12t January from 4pm.

Miss Brown’s year 5/6 before-school dodgeball club will continue after Christmas from 8:20-8:40am on the
all-weather pitch. There is no need to book onto this club. The year 5 and 6 children can join in the club when
they arrive at school.

Lunchtime and after school clubs — KS1 & KS2
Monday

Year Group Location




Boys and girls 11:45-12:20 | Jasmine & Alisha
Gymnastics

Irlam Hall
Evanson

(max 16) (outside

provider)

Boys and girls 3:15-4.15pm Mrs Harrington
Gymnastics (Max 15)

Irlam Hall

WA PE Specialist

Boys football 3:15-4:15pm Miss Brown All weather pitch

(max 20) WA PE Specialist

Tuesday

Year Group Location

Gymnastics 12:00-12:35 Alicia Evanson Irlam Hall

(max 20) Jasmine Evanson

(outside provider)

Sewing Club 3:15-4:15pm The Sewing Coach KS2 classroom

(max 15) (outside provider)

Boys and girls 3:15-4:15pm Mrs Harrington
Gymnastics (Max 15)

Irlam Hall

WA PE Specialist

Boys and girls Yoga 3:15-4:15pm Fiona
(max 20)

Solar dome

(outside provider)

Boys football 3:15-4:15pm Miss Brown All weather pitch

(max 20) WA PE Specialist

Wednesday

Year Group Location

Street Dance 12:00- Hannah Wood
12:30pm

Irlam Hall

(outside provider)

Dance Club 3:15-4:15pm | Sophie —Young Arts Irlam Hall/Solar
Academy dome




(outside provider)

Thursday

Year Group

Time

Staff

Location

Boys & Girls dodgeball

(max 30)

3:15-4.15pm

Mrs Adamczyk

WA PE Specialist

All weather pitch

Sportshall Athletics

(max 18)

3-4

INVITE ONLY

3:15-4:15pm

Miss Brown

WA PE Specialist

Irlam Hall

Year Group

Location

Boys & Girls dodgeball

(max 30)

3:15-4:15pm

Mrs Adamczyk

WA PE Specialist

Playground

Performing Arts

3:15-4:15pm

Sophie — Young Arts

Irlam Hall

Academy
(max 15)

(Outside provider)

Girls Football 3:15-4:15pm Miss Brown All weather pitch

(max 20) WA PE Specialist

Club places

If there is a high demand for certain clubs, we will look to ensure all children who wish to go to the club, but
do not get a place this term, have the opportunity to attend the club at some point across the school year.

Below are the conditions that we will be following to keep our clubs process fair and consistent.

If you would like your children to sign up for a club we recommend that you sign up on the day that
the clubs go live. If you have been unsuccessful please make sure you pop in to the office and place
your child on the waiting list.

If you have been successful, please ensure your child is aware that the club will run for the whole
half term and they are expected to attend each week.

If your child no longer wants to attend it is your responsibility to contact the office to inform them
that your child no longer wants a place. This way we can remove your child from the register and add
someone from the waiting list.

If your child does not attend for 2 consecutive weeks (without reason) you will then be contacted
and your child will be automatically removed to allow someone from the waiting list to attend.




e [f your child has a space, we expect them to follow the school rules outlined in our behaviour policy
during club. If your child displays disruptive behaviour you will be informed and their place will be
removed.

Weather

The school has worked hard to invest in an all-weather Astroturf so that your children can participate in
sports all year round. This does mean that if it is raining during clubs such as football and dodgeball that clubs
will continue to run on the all- weather pitch. Please make sure your child has the appropriate clothing i.e.
coat, trousers, jumpers so that we can continue to offer high quality sports clubs.

If you do not wish for your child to participate when it is raining it is your responsibility to collect them at
3.15pm.

Sports clothing

Please ensure that your child has the correct clothing for their after-school club. If the club is run outside
then jumpers, joggers and coats are needed. If your child participates in football we are asking if they can
bring trainers as well as football boots (if they have them). Football boots will only be worn if the club is

taking place on the field as we are no longer able to use studs on the all-weather pitch.
Please ensure that ALL children are collected from clubs outside the main reception on time.

If children are not collected from clubs on time they will be taken to Wizz Kids and will need to be collected
from there. You will be charged for their time in Wizz Kids.




Maths News

Remember to log in over the festive period and practise your key skills on Numbots (Reception/KS1) or
Times Table Rocks Stars (TTRS).

Logging on for just a few minutes each day will make a massive difference to your basic number/times
tables skills.

WHAT'S YOUR ROCK STATUS?
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Attendance News

Attendance
Wk 11.12.23 -15.12.23
Target 96%

Reception A - 91.6%
Reception B — 86.9% - PERFECT ATTeyy
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1B- 96.7% ©  PERFECT AT

2A - 96.6% .
2B — 95.6% HFECT ATTENDANC

KS1 Attendance for last week - 93.4% ®
Whole school attendance for the academic year — 95.9% @

Attendance
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KS2 for the week = 95.1% ®
Whole school attendance for the academic year — 95.9% @




At National Online Safety, we believe in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
Itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many devices which we befleve trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.natlonalonlinesatety.com for further guides, hints and tips for adults.

. Kids love gadgets, and smartwatches — avallable to buy from as little as £20 online — make a tempﬂng gift. As
with any type of moblle technology, though, smartwatches can pose risks to children unless they're used
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safely, Recelving unwanted calls, cyber-stalking and distracting a young person when they're crossing v
the road are all known risks associated with smartwatches. However, these devices can bring plenty.
_ of benefits for children and parents alike — so let's examlne the pros and cons of amartwctches. E

AVOID CHEAP OPTIONS
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CONTROL CALLING

smartwatches have the

facility to make or take calls. As
with a phone, you want to
restrict who your child con call =
be called by. On A Watches,
you can sel trusted contacts who
are allowed to ring your child, while
other watches’ ols
Some need to connect to a linked
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o block unknown contacts via that
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For a smartwatch to allow calls
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It will need its own mobile data plan,
This might take the form of a tiny SIM
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BE MINDFUL OF BEDTIME

1
smartwatches offer sleep tracking, which some (usually older) ¢
them to bed. H: pre

0 message s or check social media late at night, even if
their phone ls downstairs. Unless there’s a valid reason not to, could
encourage your child to remove the watch in the evenings
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Both Apple and Android devices
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THINK ‘SAFETY FIRST
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STORE MEDICAL INFO
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Samsung Galaxy Watch and
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Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 03.06.2023
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About how children are invited /
for their vaccinations

SCW Child Health are seeking
views of parents, carers and people
working with families to help
decide how to send invitations for
routine childhood vaccinations.

This survey takes 5 minutes and will help us
improve the service we provide to children
and families.

HAVE YOUR SAY &€

Scan the QR code to take the

Hameid survey or click here

For more information on childhood vaccinations and the diseases they protect against please visit




